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Animal Law 
Spring 2008 

Professors Caroline Forell & Rebekah Hanley 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
 
 Sunstein & Nussbaum, eds., Animal Rights: Current Debates and New Directions  
 Forell & Hanley, Supplementary Materials 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS & GRADING 
  
 This course has three main components.  First, attendance, preparation, and 
participation are required.  You must come to class having read the assigned materials and 
being prepared to discuss your reaction to some aspect of that reading.  In each class, we will 
expect one or two students to share their thoughts about the reading to launch our class 
discussion.  You must contact one (or both) of us in advance if a serious illness or family 
emergency will interfere with your attendance, preparation, or participation.  Any unexcused 
absences will result in no credit in the course.  Also, to encourage studentsÕ engagement in and 
focus on class discussions, we are prohibiting laptop use in class except to facilitate student 
presentations. 
 
 Second, each student will write a major research paper for this course.  That paper will 
satisfy the law schoolÕs writing requirement.  Students will select their own topics for this project 
by Wednesday, January 30th.  A list of potential topics will be provided by the second class.  
Non-traditional or creative projects that are related to the course and that involve substantial 
research, analysis, and writing may also satisfy the paper requirement.  Each of us will supervise 
half the students in the class.  Each student must submit to her supervising professor a detailed 
outline or rough draft by Wednesday, March 5th and a final, polished paper by Monday, April 
21st at 5 p.m. (last day of classes). 
 
 Finally, each student will make an oral presentation on her paper topic.  Students 
working on related topics may work cooperatively on a joint presentation, although students 
must work independently to produce separate papers.  Students may use Powerpoint or another 
presentation tool to complement their oral presentations. 
 
 These three components will be weighted as follows in the final seminar grade: 
 
 Attendance, preparation, and participation 25%  
 Paper      65% 
 Oral presentation    10%  
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SCHEDULE 
 

I. Preliminary Concepts & Theory 
 

a. Class 1: 1/9 
 
  Topics 
   Introduction to field: terms, concerns, controversies, key principles 
   PETA Litigation 
  
  Guest Ð 3:30 Ð 4:30 

  Eric Wilson, Lane Powell 
  Represented PETA in Portland furrier case  

 
  Readings 

Sunstein & Nussbaum, Intro and Chs. 1-3  
Handouts: 
Summary of competing definitions of ÒanimalÓ  
Alex, a Parrot Who Had a Way With Words, Dies Ð NYT, 9/10/07  
Birder Admits Killing Cat, But Was It Animal Cruelty? Ð NYT, 11/14/07  
Complaint in Schumacher v. PETA 
Summary of Schumacher v. PETA litigation 
ORS 31.150 (OregonÕs Anti-SLAPP Statute) 

 
b.   Class 2: 1/16 

 
  Topics 
   Introduction to field (continued) 
 
  Readings 

Sunstein & Nussbaum, Chs. 4-6, 11, 14 
Handouts: 
Francione, The ÒLuxuryÓ of Death 
Sease v. Perfected Pets 

 
II. Companion Animals 

 
a. Class 3: 1/23 

 
  Topics 
   Veterinary malpractice damages 
   Companion Animals as Property or Something More . . . or Less 
 
  Guest Ð 2:30 Ð 3:30 

  Mark Cushing 
  Tonkon Torp LLP 
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  Readings 

Green, The Future of Veterinary Malpractice Liability, 10 Animal Law 
163 (2004)  (download yourself) 
The Last Meow Ð New Yorker, 9/8/03 (supplement)  
Sunstein & Nussbaum, Ch. 10 
California Initiative (supplement)  
Lockett v. Hill, 182 Or. App. 377 (2002) (download yourself) 
Womack v. Von Rardon, 135 P.3d 542 (Wash. App. 2006) (download 
yourself)  
Judge Awards $45,480 in CatÕs Death (supplement) 
Jury Awards $56,400 in Dog Case (supplement)  
Tennessee Statute re Noneconomic Damages for Pets (supplement) 
Saving My Cat Ð Newsweek 7/30/07 (supplement) 

 
b. Class 4: 1/30 

 
  Topics 

  Feminism and Animal Law 
  Estate Planning and Companion Animals 
  
 Guest Ð 3:30 Ð 4:20 
   Ellen Adler 
   Estate Planning Involving Pets 
 
 Readings 

Sunstein & Nussbaum, Ch. 12 
Francione, Postmodern Feminism and Animal Welfare: Perfect Together 
(supplement) 
Francione, Ecofeminism & Animal Rights, 18 WomenÕs Rights L. Rep 95 
(1996) (download yourself) 

 Glaspell, A Jury of Her Peers  (handout)  
 Articles about bird abuse and domestic violence (supplement) 
 Joan Schaffner, Linking DV, Child Abuse, and Animal Cruelty (download 
 at http://ssrn.com/abstract=1001255) 

Ingrid NewkirkÕs Will (supplement) 
Leona Helmsley and Doris DukeÕs Wills and Commentary (supplement) 
Morrissey, Wills Go to the Dogs Ð ABA Journal, 5/03 (supplement) 
Casteel, Estate Planning for Pets (supplement) 
ORS 130.185; UTC 408 Pet Trust Statute (supplement) 
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III. Farm and Zoo Animals 
 

a. Class 5: 2/6 
 
  Topics  
   Farm Animal Welfare 
   Zoos and Animal Reserves 
    
  Guest Ð 2:30 Ð 3:30  

  Kelly Peterson 
   Director of Advocacy and Public Policy 
  The Humane Society of the United States  

   discussing OregonÕs gestation crate ban 
 
  Readings  

Sunstein & Nussbaum, Ch. 9 
Severson, Suddenly, The Hunt for Cage-Free Eggs Ð NYT, 8/12/07 
(supplement)  
Oregon gestation crate bill, law, legislative history summary, and related 
news article (supplement) 
H.R. 1726 and summary of actions taken (supplement) 
Articles about bear farming (supplement) 
Kornfield, An Elephant Never Forgets: Pachyderms, Politics, & Policy at 
the San Francisco Zoo, 1 J. Animal L. & Ethics 205 (2006) (download 
yourself) 
Articles about tiger attack at San Francisco zoo (supplement) 
Articles about trainer death at elephant sanctuary (supplement) 
Born Free USA v. Norton, 278 F. Supp. 2d 5 (D.D.C. 2003) & 2004 U.S. 
App. LEXIS 936 (D.C. Cir. Jan. 21, 2004) (download yourself) 

 
b. Class 6: 2/13 

 
  Topics   
   Factory farming 
   Impact of Farm Animals on Global Warming 
 
  Guest Ð 2:30-3:30 
   Don Pierce 

  White Oak Farms 
  Legal Barriers to Humane Ranching 

 
  Readings 
   Welty, Humane Slaughter Law, 70 Law & Contemp. Problems (Winter  
   2007) 
   7 U.S.C.  ¤¤ 1901-1907 (supplement) 
   ORS 603.045 (OregonÕs custom slaughter statute) (supplement) 
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Pollan, Power Steer (supplement) 
Weil, We Eat Horses DonÕt We? (supplement) 
Gumpert & Pentland, † SDA Bets the Farm on Animal ID Program 
(download at http://www.thenation.com/doc/20071231/pentland_gumpert) 
Cavel IntÕl v. Madigen, 500 F.3d 551 (7th Cir. 2007) (download yourself) 
Cheever, Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations: The Bigger Picture, 
5 Alb. L. Envtl. Outlook 43 (2000) (download yourself) 
Global Warming Culprits: Cars and . . . Cows Ð ABC News, 12/13/06 
(supplement) 
Deutsch, Trying to Connect the Dinner Plate to Climate Change Ð NYT, 
8/29/07 (supplement) 

 
IV. Other Working Animals Ñ  Class 7: 2/20  

 
  Topics   
   Fighting & racing animals 
   Service animals; other animals with jobs (& people who work with them) 
   Laboratory animals 
    
  Guests Ð 3:30 - 4:20 

  Carol Pratt, Kirkpatrick, Lockhart, Preston, Gates & Ellis 
  Debra Hickman, OHSU 
  William Cameron, OHSU    
  Lab Animals 
 
 Readings 

Vick indictment and news articles (supplement) 
2 NYT articles on cockfighting and free speech (supplement) 
Asay, Greyhounds: Racing to Their Deaths, 32 Stetson L. Rev. 433 (2003) 
(download yourself) 
Funny Cide Ventures, LLC v. Miami Herald PubÕg Co., 955 So. 2d 1241 
(Fl. Ct. App. 2007) (download yourself) 
Court rules dog ownership Òreasonable accommodationÓ Ð Trial, 1/05 
(handout) 
Lentini v. California Center for the Arts, 370 F.3d 837 (9th Cir. 2004) 
(download yourself) 
Hood River County v. Mazzara, 193 Or. App. 272 (2004) (download 
yourself) 
To Dismay of Inspectors, Prowling Cats Keep Rodens on the Run at City 
Delis Ð NYT, 12/22/07 (supplement) 
Hagan v. Feld Entertainment, Inc., 365 F. Supp. 2d 700 (E.D. Va. 2005) 
(download yourself) 
Articles about laboratory animals (supplement) 
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V. Companion Animals Revisited Ñ  Class 8: 2/27 

 
  Topics 
   Animal Law Practice  
   The Companion Animal Industry 
   Strategies for Minimizing Harm Caused by Companion Animals 
 
  Guest Ð 2:30 Ð 3:30  
   Geordy Duckler 
   Animal Law Attorney 
 
  Readings 
   DucklerÕs Practice Areas 

New Breed of Lawyer Ð NYT, 9/3/06 (supplement) 
Beast Practices Ð ABA Journal, 11/07 (supplement) 

  Two articles about Oregon rabbit hoarding case 
  For Poor Families . . . Too Many Pets Ð NYT,  6/30/07 (supplement) 
  Animal Group Says Westside Pet Shop Sold from Puppy Mills Ð LA  
  Times, 12/12/07 (supplement) 
  Articles about mandatory sterilization legislation (supplement) 
  Articles about abuse and neglect, barks and bites; op-ed about shelter  
  euthanasia (supplement) 
  Hood River County v. Stevenson, 177 Or. App. 78 (2001) (download  
  yourself) 
  Cat Champion Corp. v. Primrose, 210 Or. App. 206 (2006) (download  
  yourself) 
  Burstein, Breed-Specific Legislation: Unfair Prejudice and Ineffective  
  Policy, 10 Animal. L. 313 (2004) (download yourself) 
  Dog Ordinance Unconstitutional Ð Wash. Spokesman Review, 11/30/07 
  Best Friends, model dangerous dog ordinance (supplement) 
   

VI. Student Presentations 
 
  Each student will present her paper topic.  Four students will present each week. 
   
  Class 9: 3/5 
  Class 10: 3/12 
  Class 11: 3/19 
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VII. Wild Animals Ñ  Class 12: 4/2 
 
  Topics Hunting and Fishing 

   Climate Change 
   Endangered Species Act  
 
  Guest ÐProfessor Adell Amos 
 
  Readings 

Sunstein & Nussbaum, Ch. 13 
Hsiung & Sunstein, Climate Change & Animals, 155 U. Pa. L. Rev. 1695 
(2007) (download yourself) 
Endangered Species List Jeopardized, Critics Say Ð LA Times, 6/5/07 
(supplement) 
Cougar Kill: New Law to Hound OregonÕs Big Cats Ð Eugene Weekly, 
7/19/07 (supplement) 
State v. Couch, 341 Or. 610 (2006) (download yourself) 
ASPCA v. Ringling Bros., 502 F. Supp. 2d 103 (D.D.C. 2007) (download 
yourself) 

 
VIII. Student Presentations (Continued) 

  
  Class 13: 4/9 
  Class 14: 4/16 
 
 

PAPER DUE By 5 P.M. on APRIL 21, 2008 in Forell or Hanley’s Faculty Box 


