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A New Approach in Water Management or Business as Usua? The Milk River,
Montana

Barbara A. Cosens*

With and eye for history, Barbra A. Cosens provides an analysis of how modern laws
come to terms with changes in water supply, demand, and values. The Milk River basin
is used to examine an effort to use negotiation to meet problems not solved by current
law. In the context of the Milk River tribal settlement process, Cosens addresses the
broader challenges of managing and distributing a water basin associated with multiple
jurisdictions and the process of reallocating important recourses during drought.
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