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University of Oregon School of Law students are making a vitally 
important difference in the local and national community by providing pro 
bono legal assistance to underserved populations.  The Pro Bono 
Executive Board’s mission is to ensure students have and understand the 
pro bono opportunities available to them.  The Board also takes pride in 
recognizing all of the students who volunteer their time for these worthy 
causes.  But the Board could hardly accomplish its goals without the 
overwhelming enthusiasm from students seeking to improve the lives of 
others. 

Locally, students have been teaching youth at the Serbu Youth Center 
about their legal rights and their responsibilities to the community.  
Students have also volunteered in staggering numbers to meet the need for 
low-income tax assistance by helping members of this population 
complete income tax returns through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
Program (VITA).  Nationally, students traveled to New Orleans with the 
Student Hurricane Network to assist legal aid organizations with victims of 
Hurricane Katrina in an attempt to rehabilitate their lives.  The pro bono 
ethic of students at the University of Oregon is not only impressive, but it 
allows the law school to graduate students who will continue to serve their 
their community as attorneys. 

As a final note, this last 
year the Board  has welcomed 
some new faces including our 
new faculty advisory Joan 
Malmud and the newest board 
members; Tab Wood, Shalei 
Hsu, and Jamie Kermode.  In 
addition, an online reporting 
system has been put in place 
to help students track their 
hours.  The Pro Bono 
Programs hopes to continue 
growing and encouraging 
student to continue providing 
these much needed services 
within their communities. 

Top L to R: Erik, Taylor, Chris, Tab 
Bottom L to R: Karen, Sharlei, Jamie, Ana 

(not pictured Peter Howard or Professor Malmud) 
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“In that case the plaintiffs 
had been assassinated by 

African paramilitaries 
working in concert with 

multinational oil 
companies.” 
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By Michelle Platt-J.D. Candidate 2010 

Since starting at the University of Oregon School of Law, I’ve had the opport- 
unity to do a variety of pro bono work: client in-take at Legal Aid, revising  
by-laws for a local non-profit, assisting international students at the UO with  
their tax documents, and conducting research for a public interest environmental 
law firm.  Each job presented unique challenges and introduced me to different  
legal fields, such as environmental law, non-profit law, and civil rights.   

The most unique work was revising the non-profit’s bylaw and educating its  
Board about the purpose of the bylaws and how Oregon’s statutes, bylaws, and  
Articles of Incorporation interact.  The non-profit I worked with was Amigos  
Multicultural Service Center, which focuses on human rights issues and advoc- 
ates for the needs of Latino immigrants.  I connected with Amigos through a class I took for my Master’s 
in international studies (I am enrolled in the JD/MA program).   

The course was about non-profit board management, and since I am interested in public interest law, I 
thought the class would be extremely beneficial.  I picked Amigos as the non-profit board I wanted to 
work with because one of my many interests in law is human rights and immigration.  The by-law project 
came up because everyone on the Board brought distinct skills to the non-profit, so I was searching for a 
way I could contribute my skills.  The non-profit desperately needed its bylaws revised  since the  group  
previously changed  its  mission  and  composition  and had  not  updated the  

This summer I worked at the Center for Constitutional Rights in New 
York, NY. CCR is a legal non-profit that arose during the civil rights 
movement and has been a pioneer in areas of racial justice and 
international human rights. They are well known for being the first legal 
non-profit defending Guantanamo detainees. 

During my work this summer I was offered broad exposure to the 
work that CCR does. My pro-bono work has not only enhanced my 
professional skills and qualifications, it has reinforced my commitment to 
using my law degree to work in the public interest. 

Working with one racial justice attorney I helped write a response in a 
complex anti-discrimination suit, attended depositions in preparation for 
trial, attended strategy meetings with lawyers and conducted various legal 
research and writing projects. The plaintiffs had been systematically 
discriminated by city government on the basis of their race. Had CCR not 
taken their case pro-bono, their rights never would have been vindicated. 
With another attorney I was able to experience what it is really like being a 
lawyer, combing through 10 years of discovery documents, conference 
hearings, and cross motions in order to construct an appellate brief to the 
Second Circuit. I was able to work closely with the international human 
rights attorneys on the case, doing not jut research but also formulating  

 

By Christina Stephenson-J.D. Candidate 2009 

��
��
�����
������� �

�
�����������������������������

�

�

��
��
����� 
������� �

�



�

����	�
�����
 � ������� �

�
�����
 ������������ �

“In the hallway prior to 
the settlement 

conference, E.J. 
commented that our 

firm was “as dumb as 
our client” for being on 

the side of this case 
making no money.” 

 
arguments that were later used in the brief.  
The long nights leading up to our filing 
deadline gave me a glimpse of the work 
that really goes into being a lawyer. In that 
case the plaintiffs had been assassinated by 
African paramilitaries working in concert 
with multinational oil companies. The 
human rights claims were compelling and 
complicated.  The case has been going on 
for over a decade which really underscores 
the need for organizations that are willing 
to make a long term commitment to 
accountability without regard to the 
inability of the injured plaintiffs to pay. 

These are just a few of my experiences 
at CCR and they have helped to shape my 
life both personally and professionally. As 
lawyers and law students we have an 
enormous amount of power and it is 
important that we remember that those who 
have been disenfranchised will only get 
access to that power through us. 
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 This past summer I had the honor and the privilege of doing 
an internship at the Center for Justice in Spokane, WA. The 
Center is a non-profit law firm focused on social justice. Our 
rather clever slogan is “changing the world for good.” The 
Center has several different departments but I worked primarily 
with the low income legal aid program. Essentially our only 
requirements were that a person have a legal issue and not be 
able to afford legal help. With this broad mandate many a case 
came across my desk with just about every legal issue one could 
imagine. However, throughout all the cases I did I walked away 
with one underlying lesson. The ancient Israelites practiced what 
they referred to as “Agape.” Although the term has taken many 
varied meanings throughout history, in ancient Israeli culture it 
referred to a kind of social justice for the poor. The practice 
commanded that all work together to care for the weakest 
members of society through such practices as leaving certain 
percentages of a crop un-harvested for the starving to collect. To 
me, the most interesting aspect of this practice was why it was 
done. Ancient Israeli writers explained that one practiced Agape 
�

 
supporting documents yet.  Furthermore, 
like many nonprofits, Amigos did not 
have enough resources to quickly revise 
the bylaws.   

Since I had not taken non-profit 
law, I spent a great deal of time in the 
library doing legal research over winter 
break.  One of the most difficult aspects 
of this project was trying to reflect the 
mission and personality of Amigos in the 
bylaws without bestowing too much of 
my perspective of the non-profit into the 
document.  After revising the bylaws, I 
presented my work to the Board, and 
provided an overview how the bylaws fit 
into the legal structure of non-profit law.  
Overall, working with Amigos was an 
incredibly rewarding experience for both 
the non-profit and myself, especially 
because I was able to step outside the 
university and make a meaningful 
connection in the local community. 
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By Beau Kellogg-J.D. Candidate 2010 
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not because it was a good deed and 
not even because it was an 
obligation. One practiced Agape 
because it was an integral part of 
being human. This summer I 
learned why I am so drawn to public 
interest law and why it represents 
such an alluring goal. For me, 
public interest law is the practice of 
Agape. Everyone around me was 
interested in helping others through 
the law not because it is the right 
thing to do (which surely it is) and 
not out of sense of professional 
obligation (which surely it also is). 
They were interested in using the 
law constructively to help others 
because helping people in this way, 
in their hour of greatest need, is an 
essential aspect of what it means to 
be human and part of a human 
community.�
� A fundamental part of what it means to be human is to 
realize one’s own potentials and there simply is no way to do 
this in isolation. My greatest lesson of the summer is that there is 
no better place then public interest law to help remove the 
artificial social constraints on people and, together with them,
take steps towards healing shattered lives and mending broken�
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Last year I volunteered with the Portia Project, a non-profit that is dedicated to 

helping female prisoners.  I assisted in teaching a self-dissolution (divorce class) at 
Oregon’s only female prison, Coffee Creek Correctional Center.  Prior to my 
involvement I had never thought about the struggles that inmates faced in prison and how 
difficult the simplest tasks could be.  Spending time inside Coffee Creek was an eye-
opening experience.  Getting a divorce is emotionally, financially, and physically 
draining.  Decisions need to be made regarding possessions, money, and children.  And 
being incarcerated while making those decisions adds a heavy weight while slogging 
through those decisions.  As a volunteer I talked many women through the divorce 
process, some that had been married a short time and some that had been married nearly 
a lifetime.  There is no question in my mind that without the Portia Project most of these 
women would have been unable to have successfully filed for divorce.  Programs like 
Portia Project provide legal services for those who may not be able to afford or have little 
access to any other legal services.  In a time where an attorney’s hourly rate can be nearly 
as much as what a person on minimum wage in two weeks, providing pro bono work is 
crucial to ensuring access to legal services for everybody.   �

 
Last summer, I took a few summer classes and then was unsure about how to 

spend the rest of my summer. The thought of doing endless research for a firm did not 
appeal to me. I wanted to make a difference and actually have an impact, even if I was 
not sure how that would happen. As it turns out, a Lane County Commissioner, Pete 
Sorenson, was hoping to introduce a bill regarding campaign finance reform into the 
Oregon House of Representatives. 

The only problem was that he needed a bill to submit. That is where I came in. I 
spent the next 6 weeks learning about the constitutionality issues of campaign finance 
in Oregon and drafting a bill that would be both politically viable and constitutional. 
This was no easy feat, but after those 6 weeks, I presented Commissioner Sorenson 
with a carefully drafted, edited, and revised bill, which is now making its way through 
a committee in the House of Representatives. I feel that this project enabled me to add 
something substantive to the legal and political realm of Oregon, all the while 
enhancing my legal research skills. 
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By Krista Schuchard 
J.D. Candidate 2010 
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I spent each Thursday during my 1L year doing pro bono work at legal 
aid, an experience that I still consider to be one of the most valuable that I 
have had in law school.  As a volunteer intake interviewer, I gained skills in 
effective client communication, assessing client's situations, and helping 
clients to understand their legal rights and responsibilities.  Working at legal 
aid also helped reaffirm many of the reasons I came to law school, because it 
gave me an opportunity to feel like I was actually making an important 
difference in people's lives.  While I do not plan to do legal aid work as a 
profession, my experiences there taught me the value of pro bono work to 
the community and I plan to continue to volunteer there throughout my 
career. 
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By Maureen McGee 
J.D. Candidate 2010 
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By Justin St. James 
J.D. Candidate 2010 
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an indelible watermark on the hearts and minds of its 
residents and on the soul of a city still struggling for revival. 

To cross the rusted, cinnamon-colored North Claiborne 
Avenue bridge into the Lower Ninth Ward, four miles east of 
downtown is to enter the neighborhoods where once stood 
modest houses and neighborhoods full of longtime residents.  
Now asphalt slabs of carless driveways and concrete steps to 
front doors long lost have been left waiting.  Some intact 
houses bear the spray-painted markings of search parties that 
investigated the area when the floodwaters had finally 
retreated.  Their scrawled tattoo-like images tell stories of 
what team entered, on what day, and how many bodies — if 
any — were found inside.  More than 1,800 people died 
because of the storm, and more than 1,000 were in the Ninth 
Ward alone.  These images illustrate a profoundly moving 
service project, memories of which will never fade. 
For the first week in January, I went to New Orleans, 
Louisiana to work for New Orleans Legal Aid Corporation 
(NOLAC).  I volunteered through the University of Oregon’s 
chapter of the Student Hurricane Network, an organization 
consisting of law schools across the country that complete 
post-Hurricane Katrina service projects in New Orleans.   
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By Bridget Budbill-J.D. Candidate 2011 

My supervising attorneys were specialists in low-income housing issues, and accordingly, I was 
assigned legal questions concerning tenants rights in government projects and private low-income housing.  
I also called clients who had been evacuated and relocated to string together their personal timelines 
between the day the storm hit and the present.  

There are countless stories of those who had lived in a family-built house for decades, only to have it 
wiped away overnight and then to struggle for years to simply try and start over and come home. Thousands 
still have not.  As a law student, the trip was a reaffirmation of why I came to law school in the first place 
— to help others who were without resources to fight on their own.  Now, of greatest importance is sharing 
how much more there is to do in New Orleans before we as a nation can move on and believe this city is 
whole again.  There has been real, marked progress, and yet still countless houses need rebuilding, legal 
matters need sorting out, and people need means to come back home.  For anyone who believes that one 
must travel abroad to encounter basic humans rights problems, visit New Orleans and see what your talents 
and efforts can do there.  You will remember “the City that Care Forgot.”  

�

One of New Orleans’ nicknames is 
“the City that Care Forgot,” a phrase 
coined long before the most 
devastating storm to hit the United 
States inundated one of America’s 
most vibrant and legendary cities.  
Now the phrase takes on wholly new 
meaning, as the infamous storm —
Hurricane Katrina, which made 
landfall on August 29, 2005 — has left �
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� Juvenile Streetlaw has continued 
to serve their local juvenile 
detention center by bringing new 
classes covering new material to the 
young folks currently residing at 
Serbu.  A new group of motivated 
and inspired first year law students 
have joined the group and have 
already made huge contributions.   
 Every year students dedicate a 
few Fridays a semester to mastering 
a short lesson plan and then 
presenting the lesson to a small 
group of eager students.  Some of 
the classes that have generally been 
taught are Emancipation, 
Expungement,  Search & Seizure, 
and Measure 11. This year, with the 
help of various students, Juvy 
Streetlaw was able to present new 
lessons on dating violence, minors 
in possession, and less than an 
ounce of marijuana.   
 This group really give students 
the opportunity to reach out to the 
youth within our community and 
share some of their education and 
experience with a few kids that 
really need it.  We hope to keep 
expanding with new lessons and 
new venues.  While the group has 
grown a great deal, there is still 
come significant work to do in 
order to ensure that the program 
continues to be successful��

By Ana Mamani-Haymes-J.D. Candidate 2009 

 
 
Annually the Pro Bono Board recognizes a 

student from both the second and third year 
classes who have dedicated extraordinary 
hours to pro bono service.  This year the Pro 
Bono Board would like to congratulate Bryce 
Ellsworth, a J.D. Candidate of 2009, for his 
donation of 450 hours of pro bono service.  In 
addition, the Board would like to recognize 
Beau Kellogg, J.D. Candidate of 2010,  for his 
512 hours of donated time.  Good Work! 
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The University of Oregon  
School of Law 

Pro Bono Executive Board 

cordially invites you to attend the 

Sixth Annual Pro Bono 
Recognition Ceremony 

to present the inaugural Nicole 
Richardson Outstanding Pro Bono 

Service Award 
and to honor students pro bono  

achievements of 2008 
 

Tuesday, April 21st, 2009 
5:00-7:00 

Program will begin at 5:30 
Food and Wine 

 
Law School Wayne Morse Commons 

Special Guest Speaker 
John Van Landingham 
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Nicole Richardson was a passionate law student with extraordinary dedication to underserved 

populations, especially indigent criminal defendants.  After graduation, she took a job as a public defender 
for the Colorado Defender Office in Denver, where she was known as an uncompromising crusader for 
justice-a trait she displayed throughout law school.  As a student, she worked for the Lane County Public 
Defender, and during a funding crunch in which the Defender office closed for a period of weeks, Nicole 
continued working and defending individual clients in court.   She also performed pro bono work for the 
Oregon State Public Defender, writing a clemency petition on behalf of a prison inmate.  Nicole believed in 
being involved in her law school community, and as a student, was a member of OLSPIF, the Criminal Law 
Association, Phi Alpha Delta, and she served as a volunteer for a two day Death Penalty Symposium.  A 
three-year member of the Pro Bono Executive Board, Nicole built the law school’s Street Law program 
from an idea, and developed its first classes in Search & Seizure and Landlord/Tenant law.  

In honor  of Nicole’s passion, spirit and commitment to justice, her family has established an annual 
award, the Nicole Richardson Outstanding Pro Bono Service Award, and the recipient will receive a cash 
prize in the amount of $1000.00.  
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Nicole Richardson 
1978-2006 
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communities. I encourage all to participate in public interest law not just because it is something 
you “should” do, but because I promise you that it will forever change who you are and you will 
be a better person and a better member of this human community for it. 

Of course, countless more lessons are learned in a summer of public interest law. In the hopes 
of showcasing these other lessons and in the hopes it offers a vision of what to expect from public 
interest law, I offer a brief look of my “best” case this summer. I put this in quotes because, as one 
quickly realizes in the practice of law, it is impossible to attach such normative terms to our work. 
With this caveat in mind, my “best” case of the summer was with a client whom we shall call 
N.M. N.M. was a 55-year-old woman with cerebral palsy who had recently retired to a seniors 
only complex. Immediately upon moving in, N.M. experienced problems with a neighbor and the 
manager of the property. It was one of those rare situations where there was overwhelming 
evidence the problem was purely animus related. N.M. had letters from both the property manager 
and the neighbor that used several inappropriate epitaphs referring to N.M.’s mental disabilities. 
The property manager had initiated an unlawful detainer action against N.M. premised on breach 
of lease provisions that were as meaningless as they were unfounded. When N.M. came to our 
office, her unlawful detainer hearing was just two days away. She had searched for weeks for an 
attorney but had been turned down by everyone because her case involved almost no money. We 
quickly gathered as much evidence as possible and submitted an answer. After receiving the 
answer, the property manager dropped the unlawful detainer action almost immediately. Later that 
day, the attorney for the property manager (whom we shall call E.J.) contacted me. E.J. told me his 
client really wanted N.M. to move and was willing to pay quite a lot to accomplish that goal. After 
speaking with N.M. she agreed and said she would rather live in a less hostile environment. After a 
settlement conference with myself, N.M., E.J., the property manager and my supervising attorney 
we came to a quiet and rather agreeable settlement. N.M. and our firm were very happy with how 
things had worked out. While the property manager got what he wanted in the end, he paid 
generously for it and N.M. had ample time to find a new place. Without our assistance, a default 
judgment likely would have been entered against N.M. and she would be homeless.  

Another interesting lesson came out of this case as a result of my interactions with E.J. I must 
say, I thank E.J. for providing me with the paradigmatic example of the attorney I never want to 
become. E.J. was clearly in law solely for the money and made no secret about it. In the hallway 
prior to the settlement conference, E.J. commented that our firm was “as dumb as our client” for 
being on the side of this case making no money. This was a theme throughout my cases this 
summer. The contrast between attorneys at our firm and attorneys of other firms was often clear 
and provided a near daily validation of my decision to pursue the public interest path. 

Life is all about stories and stories are all about lessons. Ultimately, we must all write our own 
stories and craft our own lessons. If there is one thing I could pass on from this summer it would 
be to urge you to write yours infused with Agape and to practice hope and compassion when you 
practice law. No matter where you go in law, never forget that you are part of a larger human 
community. Part of being a good lawyer, and also good person, is being able to engage in 
constructive relationships with members from all walks of life. The ability to do so will make you 
not only a better lawyer, but a better and happier person. 
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One of the most rewarding pro bono activities I participated in while in law school was 
the Streetlaw Search and Seizure program. Streetlaw is a community outreach effort to put 
knowledge of the law in the hands of those who need it most. In this program law students 
give presentations to interested community members on topics ranging from Juvenile Law to 
Landlord-Tenant Law to Domestic Violence Law. 

The goal of Streetlaw Search and Seizure is to provide information about the guarantees 
against illegal searches and seizures secured by the Fourth Amendment of the federal 
Constitution as well as by the Oregon Constitution. Our typical audience comprises high 
school students studying constitutional rights in a government class. We provide them with 
an overview of the meaning of the constitutional provisions as interpreted in current case law, 
and facilitate discussion of hypothetical scenarios involving search and seizure. Our primary 
goal is to leave the class with knowledge about how to assert their rights against illegal 
searches and seizures in a manner that is both consistent with the law and meaningful to law 
enforcement officials. It is my belief that informed citizens are the best defense against illegal 
government intrusion. The Streetlaw Search and Seizure program is dedicated to providing 
that information. 

����
����� �����������
By Michael Quillin-J.D. Graduate 

 

(a) work directly related to the 
delivery of legal services to indigent 
individuals by attorneys or 
organizations; or 

(b) work for an attorney or attorneys 
on behalf of organizations, donations 
to which qualify under state or federal 
tax law; or 

(c) law-related work for federal, state 
or local government, including 
governmental agencies and voluntary 
judicial clerkships, but excluding law 
enforcement; or 

(d) work directly related to the 
administration of the pro bono 
program, including service to the Pro 
Bono Executive Board. 
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Special thanks to all the students 
who took the time to contribute 
to this edition of the Pro Bono 
Newsletter.  Your dedication to 
your local communities does not 

go without recognition. 


